
Evaluation Team
· Dirk Gowin (Public Works) 

· Bob Mauney (Metro Parks) 

· Geoffrey Hobin (TARC)  

· Stacey Burton (KIPDA)  

League of American Bicyclist Feedback on How Louisville Can Get to Silver:

LAB's 7 Biggest Things For Louisville to Get to Silver: 

1. Fill in the on-street network – in addition to 20 miles schedule for 
2009, another 8-10 miles of bike lanes in the downtown area would really and visibly 
confirm a network is taking shape; especially if linked well to the Loop and 
bridges. 


2. Sign the network with distance (in minutes AND miles), direction and destination information – can establish a much more visible presence on the street and in people’s minds, as well as actually helping people find their way! 


3. Make a big deal about Bike Month, culminating with the Mayor’s ride 
at the end of the month. Events every weekend; plenty of midweek options. Start 
with maintenance, getting back on your bike events in early part of the 
month.


4. Prescribe cycling and link to healthy hometown initiative: organize series of short, local, community based rides in the Spring and Summer. Use bike shops or other common locations as “Dr. Bike” meeting points for 3-5 mile rides on a regular schedule (e.g. every Wednesday, 6pm, May-July)


5. Step up the mountain bike piece: commitment to an urban ride center 
in Louisville; access plan for Jefferson Memorial Park and links into the 
Loop.


6. Innovate – be willing to innovate with bikeway designs to overcome 
physical obstacles and other challenges (like the sharrow…signal heads, cycle 
track etc)


7. Take a look at convention and visitor opportunities to promote green 
travel and tourism at convention center and among the hotels serving the center – 
special maps, tours, promotions to get visitors out riding. 

LAB’s Feedback on where we have gaps in our evaluation efforts:

Evaluation/Planning

· Consider conducting Louisville’s own travel survey or use of trip counters along major bicycling corridors, trails and destinations. Information on counts is available through Alta Planning + Design and the National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project: http://www.altaplanning.com/presentations+_+studies.aspx

· Also, studying or surveying cyclist behavior can help determine where and what type of new facilities should be implemented. See Jennifer Dill’s study of Portland, OR here:
http://bikeportland.org/2008/05/19/psu-prof-shares-results-ofbicycling-behaviorresearch/

· Evaluate the crash statistics to produce a specific plan to reduce the number of crashes in the community. 


· Continue to work to integrate the development of the cycling network into larger land use planning and development projects and plans.
Evaluation section from the LAB’s Bicycle Friendly application Public Works submitted this summer: 

Do you have any information on the number of trips by bike in your community including census data? Yes

Please describe: Metrowide data available through the US Census numbers only. Automated counters and manual counts provide spot information.

How many cyclist/motor vehicle fatalities have occurred in your community in the past five years? 10


How many cyclist/motor vehicle crashes have occurred in your community in the past five years? no answer provided


Do you have any specific plan or program to reduce these numbers? Yes

Do you have a system in place that allows bicyclists to submit ideas and concerns to public officials? Yes

Please describe: Bicycle list service, Metro one-call (311), Bike Louisville website (www.louisvilleky.gov/bikelouisville).


Do you have a comprehensive bicycle plan? No

When was it passed or updated? 

Is it funded? no answer provided
What percentage has been implemented?

no answer provided

Do you have a trails master plan that addresses mountain bike access? No
And are there ongoing relations between the mountain biking community and the community recreation and planning staff? Yes
Is your bicycle network part of the broader development plans, land use plans, and ongoing development projects? No
How many trails, bike lanes, paved shoulders, bike routes connect with each other to provide a seamless transportation options? Some
Have you evaluated your transportation network and prioritized bicycle improvements based on hazards and needs? No
What specific improvements do you have planned for bicycling for the following year?

Development of a Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan in order to develop a safe, efficient, and comprehensive regional bicycle and pedestrian network. Following are the tasks to be included within the Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan: " Identification of priority corridors based upon safety, connectivity to population centers, transit routes, and air quality benefits; " Generalized cost estimate of projects; " Priority of efforts considering benefits versus costs for consideration of inclusion into the Transportation Improvement Program and Horizon 2030; and " Implementation strategies including a listing of possible funding sources.
What are the three primary reasons your city deserves to be designated as a Bicycle Friendly Community? 
Reason One: Louisville Loop: One of the most exciting elements of the City of Parks initiative is the plan to complete a paved Louisville Loop trail of more than 100 miles around the community. In addition to connecting Louisville_s diverse parks and neighborhoods, this path includes planned connections to Southern Indiana and surrounding Kentucky counties, offering significant new opportunities for recreation and alternative transportation. The Ohio River Levee Trail and the RiverWalk are now connected, and the loop is approximately 25% complete. This will allow a bicyclist or pedestrian to travel nearly 25 miles from downtown to Riverside, the Farnsley-Moremen Landing along paved multi-use paths. 

What are the three primary reasons your city deserves to be designated as a Bicycle Friendly Community? 
Reason Two: Mayor's Healthy Hometown Movement: The Mayors Healthy Hometown Movement (MHHM), launched in September 2004, was designed to address the health status of the community. The MHHM focuses on the benefits of physical activity and nutrition, providing information and examples that demonstrate how to implement physical activity and incorporate nutrition choices as part of daily life. The MHHM has launched a number of popular programs including the Mayors

Hike and Bikes which attract thousands of bicyclists downtown twice a year. At each Hike and Bike, over 300 helmets are distributed to children and adults, at no cost.
What are the three primary reasons your city deserves to be designated as a Bicycle Friendly Community? 
Reason Three: Louisville Metro Complete Streets Ordinance: The Louisville Metro Complete Streets Manual is among the most comprehensive documents of its kind in the United States. Louisville is one of only roughly twenty other communities around the nation which have adopted a form of Complete Streets. Complete Streets means routinely providing accommodation on all new and reconstructed roadways for ALL users: bicyclists, pedestrians, motorists, transit users, and people with disabilities. Some cities have a policy statement in the form of local ordinance or a section of their zoning code. Others have design guidelines showing how streets can  accommodate all users based on pure engineering judgment and/or _Context Sensitive_ solutions _ design which considers the character of the neighborhoods through which streets pass.
What are the three aspects of your community most in need of improvement in order to accommodate bicyclists? 
Number One Aspect: Education: With the number of new riders, we see an increase in riders without helmets, riding on sidewalks, riding against traffic. This results in many complaints from motorists. Our goal is a "social marketing" campaign to educate cyclists and motorist.
What are the three aspects of your community most in need of improvement in order to accommodate bicyclists? 
Number Two Aspect: Enforcement: Louisville Metro Police are not actively ticketing bike riders breaking the law, unless it's a wildly dangerous situation. Higher priority calls are taking up most of their time. Motorists are not be ticketed for harrasing cyclist. Goal is to hold motorists and cyclists accountable to obeying the law, making it safer to share the road.
What are the three aspects of your community most in need of improvement in order to accommodate bicyclists? 
Number Three Aspect: Facilities: Currently, Louisville Metro bike facilities include: 30 miles shared use paths; 26 miles of bike lanes; 100 miles of signed bike routes; and 4 miles of wide curb lanes, totaling 160 miles of facilities. Our goal is that every Metro resident has to travel less than one mile to access a bike facility. This will require a fourfold increase in facilities.

