Engineering Team
· Dirk Gowin (Public Works) 

· Cassia Herron (Metro Economic Development) 

· Stacey Burton (KIPDA)  

· Lisa Hite (Metro Parks) 

· Vic Maddox (Lawyer/Bike Racer)
· Mohammad Nouri (HNTB)
League of American Bicyclist Feedback on How Louisville Can Get to Silver:

LAB's 7 Biggest Things For Louisville to Get to Silver: 

1. Fill in the on-street network – in addition to 20 miles schedule for 
2009, another 8-10 miles of bike lanes in the downtown area would really and visibly 
confirm a network is taking shape; especially if linked well to the Loop and 
bridges. 


2. Sign the network with distance (in minutes AND miles), direction and destination information – can establish a much more visible presence on the street and in people’s minds, as well as actually helping people find their way! 


3. Make a big deal about Bike Month, culminating with the Mayor’s ride 
at the end of the month. Events every weekend; plenty of midweek options. Start 
with maintenance, getting back on your bike events in early part of the 
month.


4. Prescribe cycling and link to healthy hometown initiative: organize series of short, local, community based rides in the Spring and Summer. Use bike shops or other common locations as “Dr. Bike” meeting points for 3-5 mile rides on a regular schedule (e.g. every Wednesday, 6pm, May-July)


5. Step up the mountain bike piece: commitment to an urban ride center 
in Louisville; access plan for Jefferson Memorial Park and links into the 
Loop.


6. Innovate – be willing to innovate with bikeway designs to overcome 
physical obstacles and other challenges (like the sharrow…signal heads, cycle 
track etc)


7. Take a look at convention and visitor opportunities to promote green 
travel and tourism at convention center and among the hotels serving the center – 
special maps, tours, promotions to get visitors out riding. 

LAB’s Feedback on where we have gaps in our engineering efforts:

Engineering

· Continue to implement the comprehensive bike plan and continue to close gaps in the cycling network. Reviewers emphasized the need to address the connectivity of the network. Also, set an ambitious, attainable target to increase the percentage of trips made by bike in the city. 


· Continue to increase the number of arterial streets that have wide shoulder or bike lanes. Continue to expand the bicycle network and increase network connectivity through the use of bike lanes, shared lane arrows and signed routes. The 10 miles of bike lanes and 10% of arterials with accommodations completed since the last application shows great progress- consider making this the minimum standard for annual implementation! On-street improvements coupled with the expansion of the off-street system will continue to increase use and improve safety. These improvements will also increase the effectiveness of encouragement efforts by providing a broader range of facility choices for users of various abilities and comfort levels.


· Continue to provide opportunities for ongoing training on accommodating bicyclists for engineering, planning staff, and law enforcement. Consider hosting a Smart Cycling course for city staff to better understand cyclists’ needs, behavior, and their right to use city streets as well as multi-use paths for transportation. This would also be a great way to make stronger connections between city staff and Louisville’s League Certifited Instructors (LCI’s).


· Consider a membership to the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals www.apbp.org for city Bicycle and Pedestrian Staff. Training opportunities and the listserv provided by this organization are excellent resources.


· Continue to increase the amount of secure bicycle parking throughout the community – in addition implement a regulation that requires bike parking. 


· Work to improve the access to public lands for mountain bicyclists as well as the connectivity of the bicycle network to these open spaces.
Engineering section from the LAB’s Bicycle Friendly application Public Works submitted this summer:
Do you have a policy that requires the accommodation of cyclists in all new road construction and reconstruction and resurfacing? Yes

Provided policy: Your accomodation policy is on file, click here to view it.
Have you provided training for your engineers and planners on how to accommodate cyclists? Yes

Description: In March 2005, engineers and planners in the Louisville community received training from the National Highway Institute. The National Highway Institute offered the training course over a one and a half day format that includes the latest technical information available in Bicycle Facility Design. Many individuals from the Louisville Metro government continue to attend and participate in regional and national workshops addressing the issue of accommodating cyclists. Several key members of the Louisville Metro Planning and Design Services have successfully completed the FHWA Bike Safe Bicycle Countermeasures Selection System Course. The city of Louisville has also obtained memberships in both the LAB and the APBP. With the aim of providing training on an on-going basis, Louisville Metro Planning and Design Services have acquired several programs from various cyclist groups and organizations. These include a variety of multimedia videos and DVDs from the APBP, the APBP Bike Parking Guidelines, and Chicago's Bike Lane Design Guide. The staff at Louisville Metro Planning and Design has also completed several web seminars to further train themselves in cyclist accommodation. The first two programs were through ITE, with one being a web based seminar entitled, "Innovative Bicycle Treatment," and the other involving professional development courses. The other courses were live web courses involving training on bicycle and pedestrian issues. The Transit Authority of the River City (TARC) implemented a new bike safety and awareness campaign in July 2006 in

order to teach drivers and employees to be aware of cyclists and how to treat them in a safe manner. Over the course of late 2006 and all 2007, several more seminars have been held for Metro employees and other local planning and engineering professionals as well. These have covered a range of topics including Complete Streets, Designing Innovative Bicycle Facilities, Safe Routes to Schools, Designing Safe Pedestrian Facilities, and more trainings are scheduled for

2008.

Is there a mechanism to provide training on an on-going basis? Yes
How many bridges are in your community? 859
How many are closed or inaccessible to cyclists?

All bridges are accessible to cyclists with the exception of highway interstate bridges.
Of those accessible by bike, how many have shoulders, bike lanes, wide curb lanes, or multi-use paths? Most have shoulders and some have sidewalks, but the exact number is unknown.
Do you have a bike parking ordinance? Yes

Provided policy: Your ordinance is on file, click here to view it.
Are there bike racks or storage units at Schools? Most
Are there bike racks or storage units at Libraries? Most
Are there bike racks or storage units at Transit Stations? Some
Are there bike racks or storage units at Recreation Centers? Most
Are there bike racks or storage units at Government Buildings? Most
Are there bike racks or storage units at Office Buildings? Few
Are there bike racks or storage units at Retail Centers? Some

Are there bike racks or storage units at Public Spaces and Parks? Most

Are buses equipped with bike racks? All
Can bikes be brought inside transit vehicles? Yes
Please describe any restrictions: All of the Transit Authority of the River City's (TARC) 244 full-length buses are equipped with bike racks. Bikes are allowed inside the bus on a case by case at the discretion of the operator dependent upon the number of people and handicapped  individuals on the bus. A contingent of bicyclists and bike shop owners in Louisville is working to secure a guarantee from TARC (Transit Authority of River City) that anyone with an approved folding bike will be allowed to bring it onto a bus at any time.
How many miles of bike lanes do you have? 26
How many miles of bike lanes are in your bicycle master plan? 126
What is the mileage of your total road network? 3300
What percent of arterial streets have bike lanes or paved shoulders? 20
How many miles of designated bike routes do you have? 98
How many miles of signed bike routes are in your bicycle master plan? 98
Please describe any maintenance programs or policies that ensure bike lanes and shoulders remain usable.

Routine maintainance: The bike lanes and shoulders are cleaned or swept five times per calendar year. A program is being developed in which a Metro or Metro-affiliated agency, likely

the Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD), will hire a part-time staff person with a dedicated maintenance vehicle to ride the primary elements of the bikeways network

in a loop, performing routine maintenance tasks and logging more serious ones to ensure timely repairs.
Capital Improvements: A comprehensive "Bikeways Capabilities Architecture" was developed in late 2006/early 2007. This involved an inventory of Metro's maintenance assets and

procedures, and set forth recommendations as to how to potentially restructure maintenance activities to maximize efficiency. One suggestion is to examine the "life-cycle cost" of all new capital improvements, and to build those costs into planning for future budget activity.
Please describe initiatives your community has taken to ensure or improve bicycle access, safety and convenience at intersections, including bicycle

detection, signing and marking. The Louisville Metro government is implementing a new unified, system-wide signs project on streets and trails to direct cyclists along bike routes. The new signage will indicate specific highlights or features in that particular area. The trailhead signs will display a regional trail map to better display the route to the cyclists. The signage will display safe, specified bike routes to cyclists and help them safely navigate the city. Many of these signs and a sample of the trailhead have been installed, including those at the critical intersection of Lexington Rd. & Grinstead Drive.  Louisvile Metro government has spent nearly $750,000 on

improvements at the intersection of Lexington & Grinstead to help ensure the safety of cyclists in the community. The project narrowed the traffic lanes and extended the curbs to create "bike zones" where cyclists can safely wait to cross. Intersection crosswalks have been redesigned in the area and bike lanes added on both sides of Lexington Road, a major arterial leading into the entrance of Cherokee Park. A cyclist was killed at this precarious intersection in past years and

several major cyclist accidents have occurred, but these major improvements are designed to reverse these grim statistics. Cyclists will be able to safely use this intersection to connect to Cherokee Park, one of the largest parks in the city with its own one-way bike loop. Almost all of the city's recent Safe Routes to Schools grant applications have focused specifically on intersection safety issues as they relate to bicyclists and pedestrians, including one complete intersection redesign to provide for such facilities.
How many miles of paved or hard surface trails do you have? 33
How many miles of paved or hard surface trails are in your bicycle master plan? 118
How many miles of natural surface trails do you have? 250
How many miles of natural surface trails are open to mountain bikes? 42
What is the estimated acreage of open space and public lands within the community (city, county, state, and federal public lands)? 15000
Are these area open to cyclists? Most
Please describe any maintenance programs or policies for multi-use paths.

Routine maintainance: All citizens are able and encouraged to call MetroCall 311 whenever a maintenance problem is observed, upon which time it is automatically logged into the city's

ongoing maintenance system. A program is being developed in which a Metro or Metro-affiliated agency, likely the Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD), will hire a part-time staff person with a dedicated maintenance vehicle to ride the primary elements of the bikeways network in a loop, performing routine maintenance tasks and logging more serious ones to ensure timely repairs.
Capital Improvements: A comprehensive "Bikeways Capabilities Architecture" was developed in late 2006/early 2007. This involved an inventory of Metro's maintenance assets and

procedures, and set forth recommendations as to how to potentially restructure maintenance activities to maximize efficiency. One suggestion is to examine the "life-cycle cost" of all new capital improvements, and to build those costs into planning for future budget activity.
Does your community have an ordinance or local code requirement for employers to provide bicycle parking, shower facilities, etc.? Yes

Provided ordinance:  Your ordinance is on file, click here to view it.
Describe recreational facilities for cyclists such as a low traffic rural roads and signed routes. A major recreational facility in the city of Louisville is the Waterfront Park. Throughout the park and riverwalk area, there are multi-use paths for cyclists as well as runners and walkers. At this site, there is a bike rental facility that allows tourists and locals to utilize the bike paths. So as to create future recreational facilities for cyclists, new and existing trails within Louisville will be integrated into the transportation network and complete the "Metro Loop," a bike trail circuit surrounding Jefferson County, as part of the "City of Parks." Beyond the 98 miles of signed bike routes in Louisville - low-volume, often residential streets which are designed so as to connect between neighborhood parks and other destinations - there is a wide array of excellent, rural, recreational riding in the Louisville area. The Louisville Bicycle Club has identified many miles of routes in and around the urbanized Louisville area which have become part of regular cycle touring routes.
Are there other facilities that have been created to promote bicycling in your community? Yes

If yes, please describe: 

1) The Ohio River Levee Trail is a 27-mile pedestrian and bike route along the Ohio River, which has now been completed. This includes a $500,000 dedicated

bike/ped bridge across Mill Creek. 
2) Olmsted Parkway improvements, costing roughly $10 million, which will better connect the Olmsted Parks system and add a

total of 12 center-lane miles to the existing facilities. 
3) The Louisville Metro government has designed an extensive striping and signage plan as part of the Seneca Park loop extension eastward to Old Cannons and Dutchman's Lane as well as west to Beargrass Creek Butchertown Greenway. Installation of this signage is substantially complete. 
4) Third Street Corridor bike lanes have been added to the city, which connect downtown to the University of Louisville Main Belknap Campus. 
5) Five Mile Multi-Use Lane at Cherokee Park 
6) One Mile Multi Use Lane on Eastern Parkway 
7) BMX track created at E.P. Tom Sawyer State Park 
8) Louisville Extreme Park, a nationally recognized skate park, which includes biking opportunities for all ages. The park was designed with the input of a local task force and has hosted several national competitions. 
9) Implementation of a unified, system-wide signage process geared towards directing cyclists to major destinations and other nearby bicycle facilities. 
10) Cyclocross track at the old River Rd. country club which attracted a top national tournament in 2007. 
11) Numerous major bike lane projects have been completed over the past year. 
12) A new "Scenic Loop" bicycling and walking path - half of the park's loop road -

was created in Shawnee Park, providing it with a similar facility to those found in Iroquois and Cherokee Parks. 
13) Shared-use paths have been constructed along Taylorsville Rd. in front of Bowman Field Airport, in Joe Creason Park along Trevillian Way across from the Louisville Zoo, and (in smaller stretches) elsewhere.

