2009 Safe Routes to Schools Program
Bowen Elementary Safe Routes to School Program
Attachment E
School Site Audit
Louisville Metro Government has developed a tool, known as the Neighborhood Walking Survey, to conduct “walking audits” in Louisville neighborhoods.  This tool was originally developed to inventory sidewalk and crossing conditions as part of the mobility component of the Neighborhood Planning process.  These plans, along with the Surveys, become part of Louisville Metro’s official comprehensive plan, Cornerstone 2020.  The use of the tool has been expanded, however, to include surveys by neighborhood associations, business associations, and perhaps most importantly: Jefferson County Public Schools.

On Wednesday, May 30, 2007, over two dozen individuals – primarily members of the Bowen Elementary PTSA along with school administration, representatives of the Cities of Moorland, Westmoorland, Whipps Millgate, Louisville Metro Council, Jefferson County Public Schools, Lyndon Fire & Rescue, Lyndon Recreation, and several businesses – met to perform a Neighborhood Walking Survey of the area surrounding Bowen Elementary.
Working in small teams, these individuals walked the area to analyze and document challenges and opportunities of the walking environment relative the school.  Each group identified their own top priorities along the specific route they charted (represented on the attached map), and collectively they identified their shared priorities for improvements to walkability.  The intersection of Whipps Mill and LaGrange, and notably the inability to cross it safely, especially as an elementary school student, was determined to be the number one priority for improvement.  The project put forth in this application intends to address this shared community challenge.
