2009 Safe Routes to Schools Program
Bowen Elementary Safe Routes to School Program
Attachment I
Environmental Information
Needs for the built environment have been identified through numerous avenues which have included virtually all stakeholders that stand to be impacted by this proposal. The timing of this project is fortuitous, as leaders from the small surrounding cities, JCPS, and Louisville metro government, among others have long been planning a number of multimodal projects which impact the immediate environs. Key to this project, is the linkage represented by the intersection of Whips Mill Road, LaGrange Road and the railway. Our proposal seeks to calm traffic, and to make the intersection safer for pedestrians and also to improve the linkage from this important intersection to the school. 

The most complex change to the built environment called for under this proposal is to alter the traffic pattern at the intersection by providing a left turn lane for west-bound traffic on LaGrange road.  This will serve to increase pedestrian safety on the western side of the intersection, by allowing traffic signal timing such that pedestrians are able to cross the intersection in one phase, which they cannot today.  KYTC has said that pedestrian crossing cannot be provided at the intersection due to the current signal timing – already resulting in major delays – and the fact that pedestrians would become stuck between the roadway and the railroad tracks.  In addition to allowing a safe pedestrian crossing, the turn lane will promote vehicle traffic flow away from the school and the intersection. Connection will be made between a sidewalk which ends at the boundary of the school property to the sidewalk at the intersection across an easement on the intervening properties. The intervening properties will also require driveway aprons, and a waterline on the easement will need to be relocated to remain accessible. 

The improvements taken is sum will provide a greatly needed improvement to the bicycle and pedestrian traffic to and from the school hub. There is ample evidence that the entire surrounding community wants and needs multimodal passageways from school to home, and from the school to student centered amenities, such as the YMCA and the proposed library branch.

A. Air & Noise

See maps attached.  This facility will not generate any vehicular traffic, and will serve to reduce motor vehicle idling and delays.  It will generate some amount of pedestrian traffic.  Vehicle speed in the area is posted at 35 mph.
Will there be any earth disturbance associated with this project?

The proposed changes should be constructed within the existing LaGrange Road right-of-way or temporary construction easements, if necessary.  Any earth disturbances will be minimal and limited to the road edges.  Other possible earth disturbance, if any, will be minimized.  A final determination on the potential earth disturbance will be made at the preliminary design stage of the project.  If necessary, an archeological survey of the project will be performed and submitted to the appropriate agency for review and approval.

Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act
If required, and as determined during the engineering design phase, the project will demonstrate compliance with the National Policy Act by an approved environmental document.  

