Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

District 5 Office

Louisville, KY

March 11, 2008

Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

Office of Special Programs: SRTS
200 Mero St., 6th Floor West
Frankfort, KY 40622
To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to express the KYTC District 5 Office’s support of Louisville Metro’s Safe Routes to Schools application for improvements affecting Bowen Elementary School on LaGrange Rd. in Louisville.  We understand that there is significant demand for pedestrian access across LaGrange Rd. at the intersection with Whipps Mill Rd., both for Bowen students’ access to the YMCA and proposed Public Library on the southeast corner of the intersection, as well as for many other area residents to access these and other facilities south of LaGrange Rd. including A.B. Sawyer Park, the University of Louisville Shelby Campus, and numerous retail establishments.

Presently, pedestrian crossing facilities are not provided across LaGrange Rd. – a KYTC-owned roadway – at the intersection with Whipps Mill.  The presence of high-traffic railroad tracks parallel to LaGrange Rd. on its south side makes provision of these facilities within the current intersection geometry impossible.  Absence of a left-turn lane from LaGrange Rd. westbound to Whipps Mill Rd. southbound requires signal timing to be such that pedestrians, especially children, could not clear the railroad tracks in one phase.  Providing a pedestrian crossing under current conditions would require a refuge island between the roadway and the railroad tracks, and with the volume of freight trains at this location, we do not feel that “stranding” pedestrians on such an island would be comfortable, convenient, or safe.

The addition of the left-turn lane at this location will improve the efficiency of the intersection, and the resulting reduction in idling and delays at the intersection will provide the necessary timing for pedestrian movements from a point on the northwest corner of the intersection to a point south of the railroad crossing in one phase.  In this case, only a sidewalk for pedestrians would have to be installed across the tracks and not necessarily a refuge.  For this reason, we support this project and feel it is the only way to provide safe pedestrian accommodations through this intersection to serve the needs of Bowen Elementary School’s students.








Sincerely,









Your Friendly D-5 Official
