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School Site Audit
Louisville Metro Government has developed a tool, known as the Neighborhood Walking Survey, to conduct “walking audits” in Louisville neighborhoods.  This tool was originally developed to inventory sidewalk and crossing conditions as part of the mobility component of the Neighborhood Planning process.  These plans, along with the Surveys, become part of Louisville Metro’s official comprehensive plan, Cornerstone 2020.  The use of the tool has been expanded, however, to include surveys by neighborhood associations, business associations, and perhaps most importantly: Jefferson County Public Schools.

On Wednesday, February 20, 2008, a group of nearly twenty students, parents, faculty, and administrators gathered at Newburg Elementary to perform a Neighborhood Walking Survey of the school area.  Divided into small teams and armed with maps, clipboards, and a walking route of their choosing designed to canvass the primary walking area, the participants walked for nearly an hour in the bitter cold making note of all the challenges and opportunities they observed relative to walking, both major and minor.

Upon the group’s return to the warmth of the school, they completed their post-walk survey which queried them about several general aspects of their experience and helped them to refresh their memories about the details of their walk.  Then, gathered around a wall-sized map of the school area, each group took turns describing and labeling their top three highest priorities for needed walking improvements.  Once the map was labeled with these high-priority issues, the participants openly discussed which issues they collectively felt to be the most urgent priorities of all.  
These priorities were whittled down – from an initial list of dozens of valid and important concerns – to four.  Once these four were determined to be the highest shared priorities, they themselves were prioritized in order, resulting in a fully-vetted list of the PTSA and school administration’s top four priorities for improving walking conditions in the area surrounding their school.
This application reflects a creative attempt to address these top priorities identified in the Walking Survey in an efficient, productive, and technically (as well as fiscally) sound manner.  The application would not exist without the hard work, perseverance (especially given the cold!) and dedication of the survey participants.  The map on the following page encapsulates the top priorities of each survey group.

