Newburg Middle School

Safe Routes to School 

Educational Component

Students:

As part of their math and/or science classroom curriculum, students will participate in a traffic counting activity.  In a partnership with local government and the local Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), students will learn established practices for counting traffic and will be instructed in the use of traffic counting devices.  They will then conduct a traffic count, gathering data on how many private vehicles and buses enter the school grounds during morning and afternoon “rush hours.”  Students will also complete a physical count of how many students walk and bike to and from school.  From the raw data, students will generate a “fact sheet” noting what percentage of students arrive by various methods, and any other useful statistics.  Students can present their research to the school and have it included in Safe Routes to School reports. Either the same group of students or another group could do a similar count once the Safe Routes to School program is underway to see if the program is having the desired impact. Cost: $0 (all costs will be covered/donated by partners)

The school is a math and science magnet school, and students have access to computers, editing equipment, electronic encyclopedias and graphics that can be used to create video projects. Students will be given the opportunity to create a video about pedestrian/bicycle safety as an after school project. Videos will be featured on the "Mr. Jones Show" which is aired every other week to the whole school from the school's television station. The student body will vote on their favorites and the winning teams will receive prizes. The videos will be aired during the months of September and October to promote Walk to School Day. Cost: $50 for a prize

Newburg Middle School will participate in International Walk to School day on October 8th, 2008. Safe Kids USA will be a partner for this event. Students will use pedometers to count their steps and all students will walk from the school to a nearby park for a cook out. A group of students will help to design a safety brochure with information about how to safely walk and bike to school. The brochure will be given out to all the students, along with a sheet of reflective stickers and reflective zipper pulls.  Students will be given time to decorate their backpacks with the reflective stickers and attach the zipper pulls to a jacket. Cost: $6000 ($3310 for reflective “give aways” and + $690 for fliers, posters, and brochures to promote events and program, + $2000 estimated cost for pedometers)

Parents:

Parents will be engaged in the Safe Routes to School program at the school's annual Novemberfest event.  Brochures and fliers targeted towards parents will be available at a table hosted by Safe Routes to School personnel who will be available to answer parents' questions and concerns.  Parents will be engaged in an information session on Safe Routes to School at the event.

Total budget: $6050

