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CHAPTER 5:  REVIEW AND APPROVAL

STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN FOR SHELBYVILLE ROAD IN MIDDLETOWN

Streetscape design should be considered as part of the 
normal review and approval process established within 
the Louisville Metro Land Development Code.  Review 
of site specific streetscape design requirements should 
occur as part of the existing development process where 
plans are reviewed as follows:

  • Inspections, Permits, and Licenses (IP&L) - Category
 2 development plans
  • Development Review Committee (DRC) - Category
 3 development plans
  • Planning Commission - rezoning cases

Certain streetscape furnishing intended to be placed in a 
public Right-of-Way should be reviewed and permitted 
by the agency with jurisdictional authority.  Such 
furnishings would include:

  • Tree Grates
  • Planters/Pots
  • Newspaper Racks
  • Kiosks

STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN

A Streetscape Master Plan (Master Plan) serves as a 
guide for future development along a designated roadway 
corridor.  The Master Plan would provide continuity for 
the roadway corridor or block face by establishing a plan 
for:
  • Appropriate bicycle and pedestrian facilities
  • Access management and connectivity
  • Street trees
  • Unified streetscape lighting and furnishings, where
 required

Typically, the Master Plan provisions are implemented 
over time by multiple property owners as parcels on the 
block develop or re-develop.  The information contained 

in a Master Plan should provide a sufficient level of detail 
to allow implementation of the streetscape to occur either 
incrementally or at one time, through multiple or single 
sources, yet maintain a consistent character.  A Master 
Plan should include:

  • Existing Context Statement
  • Design Intent
  • Baseline Inventory (redevelopment/infill projects)
  • Conceptual Design Recommendations
  • Suggested maintenance plan

A Master Plan may also address additional design issues 
dependent on the individual project including:
  • Suggested phasing
  • Roadside drainage improvements to increase safety
 and visual quality
  • Preliminary cost opinions (publicly funded projects)

The conceptual design recommendations should address:

  • Typical cross section
  • Style and placement of public amenities such as
 benches, bike racks, trash receptacles, and lighting

PURPOSE
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  • Placement and general design of landscape beds,
 parking screening, street trees and other landscaping
  • Pavement and pavement edge treatments to improve
 safety and pedestrian/vehicular accessibility
  • Sidewalk improvements including the location
 of new sidewalks, extension and/or repair of existing
 sidewalks, and recommendations for sidewalk
 materials, widths, and other design considerations
  • Ways to make pedestrian linkages more pedestrian
 friendly and aesthetically pleasing
  • General treatment and style of signage to improve
 effectiveness and create a more coherent appearance
 for the area 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL PROCESS

The review and approval process for Master Plans would 
depend on the nature and magnitude of the project.  
In considering the appropriate level of review and 
approval, Master Plan projects should be divided into 
two categories—New Road projects and Infill/Existing 
Roadway Reconstruction projects.

NEW ROAD PROJECTS

New Road Projects would consist of any development 
proposing a new public or private roadway associated 
with a previously undeveloped/unimproved tract or tracts 
of land.  The review of any applicable streetscape design 
criteria associated with a New Road Project would occur 
as part of the established plan review process.

REDEVELOPMENT/INFILL PROJECTS

Redevelopment and/or infill projects will alter the 
existing streetscape, directly impacting land uses found 
adjacent to the corridor today as well as current users 
of the roadway itself.  As such, the Streetscape Master 
Plan review and approval process for redevelopment or 
infill projects should be subject to an expanded public 
process.  Such projects should follow a process similar 
to the neighborhood planning process contained in the 
Louisville Metro Code of Ordinances.

All Streetscape Master Plans should consider the regional 
context of the area to ensure appropriate transitions 
between corridors or segments of corridors, particularly 
when the area of one Streetscape Master Plan connects to 
or crosses another planned area.

Any area that is included in the approved Streetscape 
Master Plan shall have a landscape plan approved prior 
to requesting a building permit.  The landscape plan 
shall conform to the standards of the streetscape master 
plan.  The streetscape master plan will also require that 
the property owners shall be responsible for maintenance 
of streetscape elements as required by an approved 
streetscape master plan.

Where ever possible Streetscape Master Plans should 
consider approved neighboring streetscape master plans 
or planning documents to provide continuity along the 
corridor.
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