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ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act
ADT (Average Daily Traffic): The average number of vehicles 

per day that pass over a given point.
Access: A way or means of approach to provide vehicular or 

pedestrian physical entrance to a property.
Access Management Standards: Local public safety or 

public works regulations that control vehicular 
movement between streets and abutting private land 
uses, including curb cut size, location and spacing 
standards, raised medians and raised traffic islands; 
regulations prohibiting left and/or right turns into 
or out of driveways and/or streets; curb parking 
restrictions; grade separations; and circumstances 
requiring the construction of frontage roads.

Accessibility:  The ADA requires transit agencies (i.e.TARC) 
to provide accessible buses or equivalent services 
to persons with mobility, sensory or cognitive 
impairments.

Advance queues: Pavement markings at a stop condition that 
allow bicycle traffic to be more visible to motorists. 

Alley: A way, other than a street, that is open to common use; 
and affords a secondary means of vehicular access to 
adjoining or adjacent property.

Amenity Zone: The portion of the sidewalk or green space 
between the curb line Edge Zone and the Pedestrian 
Zone in which the street furnishings are located.  The 
verge is included in this zone.

Arterial Street: A major thoroughfare, used primarily for 
through traffic rather than for access to adjacent land, 
that is characterized by high vehicular capacity and 
continuity of movement.

Bicycle: A device, upon which any person may ride, propelled 
exclusively by human power through a belt, chain or 
gears, and having one or more wheels. (Ordinance 
74.07)

Bicycle Lane (BL): A portion of a roadway which has 
been designated by striping, signing and pavement 
markings for the preferential or exclusive use of 
bicycles and/or other non-motorized vehicles.

Bicyclists: Those that ride bicycles as an Advanced cyclist or 
commuter, Basic bicyclist or Recreational rider, or 
Child rider.

Block: The aggregate of private lots, passages, rear lanes and 
alleys, circumscribed by thoroughfares.

Block Face: The aggregate of all the building facades on one 
side of a block. The Block Face provides the context 
for establishing architectural harmony.

Boarding Area with seats and shelter: Bus boarding area 
that features a place for seating and a covered waiting 
area to protect from the elements.  Shelters or awnings 
and benches are the most common elements, but a 
more creative design concept may be allowed based 
on approval by the Planning Director and Executive 
Director of transit agency.

Buffer (or Buffering): Man-made or natural materials or open 
space having the effect of ameliorating the adverse 
effects of a land use upon adjoining or nearby land 
uses and enhancing the compatibility of the use with 
such adjoining or nearby land uses.

Bus Pull-off: A designated portion of the street that buses can 
stop to drop off and pick up passengers.

Character: The attributes, qualities, and features that 
distinguish an area, and give it a sense of purpose, 
function, definition, and uniqueness.

Captive Riders: Persons who are bound to public 
transportation because of age, disability, income or 
other circumstances and have no other choice of 
transportation available to them.

Choice Rider: Riders who own their own car but choose to use 
public transit.

Clear Zone Width: The total roadside border area, starting 
at the edge of the traveled way, available for safe 
use by errant vehicles. This area may consist of a 
shoulder, a recoverable slope, a non-recoverable 
slope, and/or a clear run-out area. The desired width 
is dependent upon the traffic volumes and speeds and 
on the roadside geometry (AASHTO Roadside Design 
Guide).

Clear Vision Area: Area above 2 feet and below 8 feet in 
grade.

Collector: Provides a less highly developed level of service 
at a lower speed for shorter distances by collecting 
traffic from local roads and connecting them with 
arterials.

Complete Streets: A system of streets designed and operated 
to enable safe access for all users (pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorists and bus riders) of all ages and 
abilities along and across the street.
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Connection (Vehicular): A driveway, street, turnout, or other 
means of providing for property access to or from 
controlled access facilities. For the purpose of access, 
two one-way connections to a property may constitute 
a single connection.

Corridor: A lineal geographic system incorporating 
transportation and/or greenway trajectories.

Crossover Access: A way or means of approach to provide
 vehicular or pedestrian physical entrance to a  
 property across another property or properties
Curb: The stone or concrete boundary at the edge of the 

pavement of a street, which also usually includes 
gutters.

Density: The number of residential dwelling units per acre of 
land, determined by dividing the number of dwelling 
units by the area of the development site.

Design Speed: The velocity at which a thoroughfare tends 
to be driven without the constraints of signage 
or enforcement. There are four ranges of speed: 
Very Low: (below 20 MPH); Low: (20-25 MPH); 
Moderate: (25-35 MPH); High: (above 35 MPH). 
Lane width is determined by desired design speed.

Design Width: The width specification the sidewalk was 
intended to meet; it extends from the curb or planting 
strip to any buildings or landscaping that forms the 
opposite borders of the sidewalk.  

Driveway: A private roadway providing access to a street or
 highway. 
Easements: The right of a person, government agency, or
 public utility company to use public or private 
 land owned by another for a specific purpose
Edge Zone: The area located adjacent to the road pavement 

including the curb but not the verge.
Fence: Any construction of wood, metal, wire mesh, masonry, 

or other material, erected for the purpose of assuring 
privacy or protection, but excluding shrubbery and 
plantings.

Form District: An area with distinct boundaries, delineated on 
the Zoning District Map to which a set of regulations 
governing the pattern and form of development and 
redevelopment applies.

Functional Class: The process by which streets and highways 
are grouped into classes, or systems, according to the 
character of traffic service that they are intended to 
provide.

Gateway/Interchanges: Interstate interchanges serving as

 entrances to the city of Metro Louisville
Grade: The average elevation of the finished ground surface; 

when determining height of structures, it is the 
average elevation at the outside of a fence or wall, or 
at the outside walls of a building.

Green: An open space, available for unstructured recreation. 
The green is surrounded by roadways or the fronts of 
buildings and, consist of grassy areas and trees.

Greenway: A linear open space at least 50 feet wide or other 
width as established by a legislatively adopted 
greenways plan, along either a natural corridor such 
as a riverfront, stream valley or ridge line, or along a 
railroad right-of-way converted to recreational use, a 
canal, scenic road or other route managed for public 
use including wildlife habitat. Greenways typically 
link parks, nature preserves, cultural features or 
historic sites with each other or with populated areas 
for bicycles and pedestrians.

Grid Street Pattern: A street system that creates similar 
size blocks and four-way intersections. Grid street 
pattern is common in older neighborhoods and 
traditional development forms. A standard grid 
pattern is characterized by straight streets, 90 degree 
intersections and rectangular blocks. In a modified 
grid, a connected system of curvilinear streets may 
replace the more formal grid pattern, to insure 
compatibility with adjacent development and to 
address physical features of the site.

High Occupancy Vehicle Lanes: Where one or more lanes in 
a roadway are reserved for carpools, van pools, and 
buses.  

Highways: Every way or place of whatever nature when any 
part of it is open to the use of the public, as a matter 
of right, license or privilege, for purpose of vehicular 
traffic.

Historic District: An area designated by a local government 
or Historic Commission or Board which includes or 
encompasses such historic sites, landmarks, buildings, 
signs appurtenances, structures, or objects as may be 
determined to be appropriate for historic preservation.

Infrastructure: Facilities and services needed to sustain 
industry, residential, commercial and all other land use 
activities.



49Louisville Metro Complete Streets Manual

GLOSSARY

Landscaping: Treatment of land comprising a building site or 
easement which consists of, but is not limited to, the 
use of grass, ground covers, shrubs, vines, hedges, 
trees, berms and architectural landscape features and 
material, for the visual and functional purposes of the 
site.

Local: Consists of all roads not defined as arterials or 
collectors; primarily provides access to land with little 
or no through movement.

Major Thoroughfare Plan: Includes a plan depicting all 
collectors, arterials, and limited access roads but does 
not include local roads.

Master Plan: A master plan as required by a Planned 
Development District detailing the specific 
requirements and layout for the development of a 
particular area.

Median: The physical or painted separation provided on 
divided highways between two adjacent roadways.

Mobility: The ability to move or be moved from place to place.
Motor vehicle: Any vehicle that is propelled by other than 

muscular power and that is used for transportation of 
persons or property over the public highways of the 
state, except road rollers, mopeds, vehicles that travel 
exclusively on rails, and vehicles propelled by electric 
power obtained from overhead wires.

Motorist: Someone who drives or travels in an automobile.
Open Space: Any publicly dedicated or privately owned area 

of land or water that is permanently preserved and 
maintained. Such an area may be predominately in 
a natural condition or improved or modified for uses 
such as recreation, education, aesthetics, cultural or 
natural resource management or public health and 
safety.

Park: A relatively large open space available for recreation 
and usually located at the edge of a development, 
neighborhood or village. It may be surrounded by 
roadways, the fronts of buildings, or the side or rear of 
publicly or privately owned lots. It is usually partially 
fronted by buildings and has a landscape which may 
consist of natural areas, paved paths and trails, some 
open lawn, trees, recreational facilities and open 
shelters, and requires substantial maintenance.

“Park and Ride” – A service that offers customers a place to 
park their car, and then transfer to a transit service to 
complete their journey.

Passage (PS): A pedestrian connector passing between 
buildings, providing shortcuts through long blocks and 
connecting rear parking areas to frontages. Passages 
may be roofed over.

Path (PT): A pedestrian way traversing a park or rural area, 
with landscape matching the contiguous open space. 
Paths should connect directly with the urban sidewalk 
network.

Pavement Width: The width of the pavement of a street, as 
measured from edge to edge but excluding the curbs, 
if any.

Pedestrian: Any person afoot or in a wheelchair. 
Pedestrian Access: An improved surface which connects the 

public right-of-way with private property or a building 
entrance.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Corridor: A linear open space at least 
30 feet wide, containing a pathway for pedestrians 
and/or bicycles and providing linkages within, 
between and among developments, neighborhoods 
and the community as a whole.

Pedestrian Way: A right-of-way dedicated to or set aside for 
public use, which cuts across a block to facilitate 
pedestrian access to adjacent streets and properties.

Pedestrian Zone: A portion of the sidewalk that is maintained 
free of any obstructions to allow for the passage of 
pedestrians.

Primary Street: The street with the highest functional class
 abutting a property. Where there is more than one
 street with the same functional class abutting a
 property, the Planning Director or designee shall
 determine the primary street for the site. There shall
 be only one primary street adjacent to a property.
Primary Trip: Trips that have a specific intended destination. 
Private Frontage: The privately-held layer between the
 frontage line and the principal building façade.  The
 structures and landscaping within the Private Frontage
 may be held to specific standards.  The variables
 of Private Frontage are the depth of the setback and
 the combination of architectural elements such as
 fences, stoops, porches and galleries.
Private Roadway: A road, thorough-fare, alley, or bridge 

within an access easement that is privately owned and 
maintained.  
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Public Frontage: The area between the curb of the vehicular 
lanes and the front property line. Elements of the 
Public Frontage include the type of curb; walk, 
planter, street tree and streetlight.

Public Realm: In the context of the Traditional Neighborhood 
Form, the area of the lot occupied by the public right-
of-way and the area in front of the principal structure 
or to the required principal structure setback/build-to 
line.

Public Roadway: As a road, thorough-fare, alley, highway, or 
bridge under the jurisdiction of a public agency.

Public Transportation: Transportation by bus, rail, or other 
conveyance, either publicly or privately owned, which 
provides to the public general or special service on a 
regular and continuing basis. Also known as "mass 
transportation," "mass transit" and "transit."

Refuge Island: A raised longitudinal space separating the two 
main directions of traffic.

Right-of-Way: The streets, parkways, sidewalks, pathways and 
other land over which the public has a right of passage 
or land over which a rail line passes.

Road (RD): A local, rural and suburban thoroughfare of low 
vehicular speed and capacity. Its public frontage 
consists of swales drained by percolation and a 
walking path or bicycle trail along one or both sides. 

Roadside: The areas between the outside edges of the 
shoulders and the Right-of-Way boundaries. Unpaved 
median areas between inside shoulders of divided 
highways and infield areas of interchanges are 
included.

Roadway: The strip of land through which a road is 
constructed and which is physically altered.

Rumble strips: Raised or grooved patterns constructed on, or 
in travel lane and shoulder pavements.

Rural Section: A cross-section of roadway that does not use 
curb and gutter, provides an above-ground stormwater 
system, and typically does not contain sidewalks.

Sidewalk: The paved layer of the public frontage dedicated 
exclusively to pedestrian activity.

Sight Distance: The length of roadway ahead over which an 
object of a specific height is continuously visible to 
the driver.

Screening: The use of solid fencing or dense vegetative 
plantings to visually block a particular use from an 
abutting or adjacent use. See also "Buffer."

Secondary Trips:  Incidental trips; trips that might deviate

 from the original purpose of a primary trip and 
 that would probably not be taken if the individual was
 not already making a trip.
Shared Access: A way or means of approach to provide
 vehicular or pedestrian physical entrance to 
 properties with a shared property line.
Shared Lane (SL): A “standard width” travel lane that both 

bicycles and motor vehicles share.
Shared Use Path (SUP): A path physically separated from 

motorized vehicular traffic by an open space or barrier 
and either within the highway right-of-way or within 
an independent right-of-way. Shared use paths may 
also be used by pedestrians, skaters, wheel chair users, 
joggers, and other non-motorized users. It is the same 
term as “multi-use trail.”

Shoulder (SH): A paved portion of the roadway to the 
right of the traveled way that may serve bicyclists, 
pedestrians, and others.

Sight Distance Triangle:  An area at the intersection of
 roadways free of obstruction in the vertical plane. 
Storefront Zone: The portion of the sidewalk located between 

the Pedestrian Zone and the building façade.
Street: Any public way or legally created private way for 

vehicular traffic used as a means of access to lots 
abutting thereon, and including the following:
(a) Major Arterial -A street primarily for through 
traffic, usually on a continuous route.
(b) Minor Arterial -A secondary way or highway for 
use primarily as a connector for major arterials, minor 
arterials, or between a minor arterial and a collector.
(c) Collector -A street intended to move traffic from 
local streets and other collectors to the arterial street 
system. A collector street serves a neighborhood or 
large subdivision and should be designed so that 
no single family residential properties face onto 
it. Collector level streets are those streets either 
designated as such by the Comprehensive Plan for 
Louisville and Jefferson County, or by the Director of 
Works.
(d) Local -A street used primarily for access to 
abutting property.
(e) Cul-de-sac -A street ending in a turn-around and 
designed not to be extended.
(f) Stub street -A street usually ending at a property 
line which is designed to be extended in the future.



51Louisville Metro Complete Streets Manual

GLOSSARY

 (g) Through street -A local street or segment of a 
series of local streets which provides at least two 
separate points of access to a collector, arterial 
or another through street. Certain street segments 
not meeting this requirement may be designated a 
through street if approved by the County Engineer. All 
arterial and collector streets are designated as through 
streets. (See also "Grid Street Pattern" in the Land 
Development Code)

Streetscape: The visual character that establishes a major part 
of the public realm.  The streetscape is composed of 
thoroughfares (travel lanes for vehicles and bicycles, 
parking lanes for cars, and sidewalks or paths for 
pedestrians) as well as the visible private frontages 
(building facades and elevations, porches, yards, 
fences, awnings, etc.), and the amenities of the 
public frontages (street trees and plantings, benches, 
streetlights, etc.).

Street Tree: A tree and/or group of trees planted (typically in 
a linear fashion) usually within verges, medians, or 
along streets – to enhance visual quality of a street, to 
provide spatial enclosure, to provide canopy coverage 
(shade) over pavement, as well as other technical 
benefits.  Coniferous trees shall not be used as street 
trees. Refer to LDC appendix 10 A for preferred street 
trees.

Street Wall: Vertical plane at the right-of-way line created by 
the façade of a structure or series of structures along a 
given block face.

Suburban Form Districts: Those form districts that follow 
a more suburban pattern of development, the 
following are Suburban Form Districts: Neighborhood 
Form District, Suburban Marketplace Corridor 
Form District, Suburban Workplace Form District, 
Regional Center Form District, Village Form District 
“Outlying” and Campus Form District.

Terminal Trips: The pedestrian portion of a trip that
 was primarily made through the use of another mode
 of transportation.
Traditional Form Districts: The following form districts shall
 be considered traditional form districts: Town Center
 Form District, Traditional Neighborhood Form
 District, Traditional Marketplace Corridor Form

 District, Traditional Workplace Form District and
 Village Form District “Center”.
Transit: Facility consisting of the roads and equipment 

necessary for the movement of passengers or goods.
Transit Route: A type of transit service that operates as a fixed 

route along a fixed alignment or path with scheduled 
times for arrival and departure at terminal.  

Transit Stop: A location where passengers board and alight.  
Bus stops can serve one or more routes and include 
various levels of amenities depending on the level of 
actual or anticipated ridership.  

Transitions: A change from one place or state to another such
 as between Character Districts or between different
 modes of travel (i.e. bike lane to shared use path).
Traveled Way: The portion of the roadway provided for the 

movement of vehicles, exclusive of shoulders.
Tree: Any self-supporting woody plant of a species which 

normally grows, or is capable of growing, to an 
overall height of a minimum of fifteen feet in the 
north central region of Kentucky. This term includes 
canopy trees and understory trees, but does not 
include shrubs, ground cover or containerized trees 
and nursery stock trees for resale in licensed nurseries.

Tree Canopy: Layer of elevated vegetation from the 
ground.  Tree canopy is measured from the outer 
edge of the canopy or dripline.

Tree, Type A: A large tree that will reach a mature height of 
over fifty (50) feet. (See LDC Preferred Plant List)

Tree, Type B: A medium tree that will reach a mature height of 
approximately twenty-five (25) to fifty (50) feet. (See 
LDC Preferred Plant List)

Tree, Type C: A small tree that will reach a mature height of 
approximately ten (10) to twenty-five (25) feet. (See 
LDC Preferred Plant List)

Tree, Understory: Any self-supporting woody plant of a 
species which normally achieves an overall height at 
maturity of 15-35 feet and a minimum crown spread 
of 15 feet, and which can grow beneath larger canopy 
trees.

Type: A category determined by function, disposition, and 
configuration, including size or extent. There are 
community types, street types, civic space types, etc.

Thoroughfare: A vehicular way incorporating moving lanes 
and parking lanes within a right-of-way.
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Vehicle: Vehicles that have their own motive power and that 
are used for the transportation of people or goods on 
streets. Motor vehicle includes motorcycles, passenger 
vehicles, trucks, and recreational vehicles with motive 
power.

Vehicle Design Speed: A selected speed used to determine the
 various geometric design features of the roadway.
Vehicle, Passenger: A motor vehicle designed to carry ten (10) 

persons or less including the driver. Passenger vehicle 
also includes motor vehicles designed to carry ten (10) 
persons or less that are constructed either on a truck 
chassis or with special features for occasional off-road 
use. Passenger vehicle includes vehicles commonly 
called cars, minivans, passenger vans, sports utility 
vehicles (SUVs) and jeeps. Passenger vehicle is 
intended to cover the vehicles defined as passenger 
cars and multipurpose passenger vehicles by the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Verge: A strip or border with grass or landscaping that 
separates the sidewalk from the street.  (Referred to 
as the planted strip or utility strip by transportation 
engineers.)

Wide Curb Lane (WC): An outside travel lane with a width 
of at least 14 feet to accommodate both bicyclists and 
motorized vehicles for shared use.  

Yard: An open space, other than a court, on the same lot with 
a building, unoccupied and unobstructed from the 
ground upward.

Yard, Front: A yard extending across the front of a lot, 
between the side lot lines, and being the minimum 
horizontal distance between the street right-of-way 
line and the principal building or any projections 
thereof other than the projections of uncovered steps, 
uncovered balconies or uncovered porches.  On corner 
lots the front yard shall be considered as parallel to the 
street on which the lot has its least dimension.

Zoning District: Any area within Jefferson County delineated 
on the Zoning District Map to which a set of 
regulations governing permitted land use, density and 
intensity of development applies.

Zoning District Map:  The map setting forth the boundaries 
of the zoning and form districts of all of Jefferson 
County, Kentucky.




