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Plan Purpose

River Road is a valued transportation facility in a
remarkable landscape setting. The road functions as a
commuter route, recreation link, conduit for commerce,
and medium for social interaction. The landscape near
the road, a.k.a. the road “corridor,” contains historic
properties, unique geology, beautiful scenery, and a
multitude of recreational areas and facilities. River Road
provides passage to many different places, some out of
an earlier era, conveying and delighting local residents,
recreationists, sight-seers, and tourists.

The Federal Highway Administration’s Scenic Byways
Program and associated state byway programs were
established to acknowledge, promote and protect special
road corridors like River Road. To be considered a scenic byway, a road corridor must
include resources and features that possess natural, scenic, recreational, historic, cultural
or archeological qualities of regional significance. Scenic byways typically provide an
alternative to high speed, high volume roads by offering a more relaxed, slow-paced,
and enjoyable travel experience through an attractive or interesting setting. Most of all,
there must be strong public support for

conferring the scenic byway designation

upon a road and its corridor.

Because River Road fulfills the criteria of

a scenic byway, it was designated a State

Scenic Byway by the Kentucky Department

of Highways in 2000. The Corridor

Management Plan (CMP) presented here

validates this designation and represents

the community’s vision and goals for

protecting and enhancing the byway’s

qualities and character. The plan lays out

strategies and actions that, if implemented, will keep these qualities intact and unified.
Moreover, the suggested enhancements in this plan will improve public access to the
corridor’s resources and special places without compromising the privacy and quiet
enjoyment of corridor residents. By strengthening visitors’and locals’ connections to and
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understanding of the corridor’s cultural and natural resources, people will increasingly
value and care for these resources and qualities. Plan recommendations are also intended
to enable safe and convenient travel and mobility for corridor users whether they are
motorists, bicyclists, or pedestrians.

The management plan goals, strategies and projects for protecting and enhancing River
Road’s qualities are all community-based and intended to remain flexible and adaptive to
the community’s changing priorities and the corridor’s evolving conditions. As such, the
CMP should be used as a planning tool to help guide the community in future decisions
that impact the intrinsic qualities of the

byway. However, it is important to recognize

that a byway designation or the creation of

this management plan does not, in and of

itself, impose new government regulations on

the River Road corridor, nor does it mandate

state or federal involvement in local land use

decisions.

Since the mix of qualities and resources

in the River Road corridor is complex, this

management plan lays out a fairly broad

range of strategies and actions to address the

issues of protection and enhancement. In addition to managing the corridor, this plan will
enable various projects and initiatives to be funded through grants and other funding
sources. The plan also fosters coordination between residents, communities and agencies
in making decisions about important corridor issues.

In summary, the primary purpose of the River Road Corridor Management Plan is to:

° Identify the intrinsic qualities and features that contribute to the byway’s appeal and
specialness

o Establish an overall vision for the corridor, along with goals and objectives for
protecting, promoting, and enhancing the corridor’s qualities

° Affirm the community’s participation and commitment in crafting and carrying out
the plan

° Develop a range of specific strategies and actions conducive to implementing goals
and objectives

° Promote partnerships and assign responsibility (among agencies, neighborhoods,
businesses, and other stakeholders) for plan execution and project funding

River Road Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan






























